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ice, and he was turned out of the chapel 
py main force. Some — after, as the 
missionary had concluded his service in the 
chapel, and was tarsi the place, > was 


jaecosted by a man standing by the door, 
| you have perhaps forgotten me, Sir!” Tl 


missionary looked at him, but did not 


 Oxnise him; but on being reminded of 


“scene” just referred to, he was 
identified with the former fierce opponent. 
But he had taken away with him, notwith- 
standing all lis opposition, that which had 
made him anew man! He _ professed him- 

; ‘liever, was put under instruction, 
ized, and now he has been accepted 
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one of the pillars of the building was a dead- 
ly serpent, which had crept in unobserved. 

he congregation fled, but at Timothy’s 
instigation they returned and slew the foe— 
a happy omen that in this case also Satan 
should be bruised under their feet. 

We landed at Ming-gan-teng about 3 
o'clock, and proceeded at once to the little 
preaching chapel in the heart of the village. 
Our appearance created quite a sensation, 
for the Christians had announced our ex- 
pected visit; and evidently the heathen, who 
were greatly surprised to see me walking 
instead of riding ina sedan chair through 
their streets, had some strange notions upon 
the subject. There was quite a rush to the 
chapel, which was filled immediately, and | 
the street outside also, and the shop on the 
opposite side of the street. It was too good 
an opportunity not to preach to the assem- 
bled people. so—Mr. Wolfe interpreting— 
I explained the angel's message, “ Behold I 
bring you glad tidings of great joy,” &e., 
taking occasion also to address the “little 
flock,” both men and women, whom I prayed 
God to defend with His heavenly grace, that 
they might continue His forever, and daily 
increase more and more in the Holy Spirit, | 
until they should come to his everlasting | 





sown. The catechists at Chiang-gan and at 
Piu-kiang are both Timothy's converts to the 
faith. We might almost say therefore that 
the good seed is in God’s providence in these 
cases self-soun! 

At Kwan-tiu we left the river, and, getting 
into our chairs, the whole party soon moved 
forward across paddy fields for three or four 
miles, which at a distance seemed bright 
green meadows; but, as you trudged along 
upon intersecting ridges and looked down, 
reminded one more of ponds planted in rows 
with tufts of young rushes. We generaily 
walked up all the steep ascents, and enjoyed 
on this occasion the view of the surrounding 
hills and distant mountains, and the deep, 
broad river below. We passed, some half 
way up the hill, a low rock with a cave ; the 
rock was covered with paper-money and 
offerings. It was evidently a place where 
some object was worshipped. The fox is an 
object of superstitious fear and idolatrous 
worship to the people of this district. The 
animal abounds in the hilis, and is rarely 
killed. The fox is regarded as a person- 
ation of the devil, and the country people 
dread its influence, more especially in ref- 
erence to the women, whom it is supposed 
to be capable of injuriously affecting. And 





kingdom. After a cup of tea in the enquirers’ | here, as elsewhere, the fox is worshipped— 
room behind the chapel, I was requested to| or the evil spirit under the form of the fox. 
enter a very handsome chair, and—preceded | The people are subject also to pining-sick- 


by a man bearing a canopy—was carried | 
through the streets amid hundreds—perhaps | 
thousand—of gazers, to the little pier where 


we had landed. 


Sailing down the river, an island on the | 


right was pointed out, on which a mission | 


; $ , ese 
station has been opened Al} ffpy Liu-chie, 

+ 
where a Ming-gan-teng convert has been ap- | 
pointed catechist; and on the left—on the 
mainland—we passed the mission station of 


= ¢ ra . 3 a 

fe Fe Chiang-gan, which is visited on 
alternate weeks by Timothy from Ming- 
gan-teng and the catechist from Liu-chie— 
an arrangement well illustrating the manner 
in which every true convert is utilized for 
evangelistic purposes. 

About 4.30 P. M., we landed at a large 
fishing village called fi 3 Kwan-tiu. 
We have no mission station there, though 
at the mouth of the river, on the island of 
anny os Ue 
iF 71 Piu-kiang, a beginning has been 
made; a Ming-gan-teng Christian being sta- 
tioned there as catechist and schoolmaster. | 


one man, one 
while five men 
enquirer, 


woman 
have 


The school contains twenty-nine boys and | 
four girls. The baptized Christians number | 


and three children, 
been also received as | 
Thus here also the seed is being 
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ness and a species of madness, which is at- 
tributed to possession by a devil. The 
missionaries have been requested to cast out 
these devils, on a promise of belicf in their 
teaching in case of success. The more we 
we know of the Chinese, the grosser their 
idolatry appears. They worship anything 
and everything, according to their fears. 
If the literati are Buddhists or Confucians 
or Taouists, the mass of the people are as 
grossly idolatrous as are to be found in 
Africa, or N. W. America, or any part of 
the heathen world. From the summit of 
this pass we enjoyed a charming view of the 
hilly scenery around, but descending, soon 
found ourselves again in the paddy fields ; 


|and passing through village after village, 
as it was growing dark, arrived at a long 


bridge over the river Lien, on the opposite 


bank of which we entered the city gate of 


Ss VY rc: ne ° . 

$7. Lien-kiang, a departmental city of 
some 120,000 people, where our missionaries 
commenced their labors in 1865, and now 


| possess a house and school-room and chapel, 


with a good yard, well situated in the centre 
of the city, and yet in an airy position, as 
from the upper rooms of the house a good 
view is obtained of the river beneath, and 
paddy fields and bill bevond. Here there is 
a little church —I mean a spiritual chureh— 
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of five men and five women, all baptized and 
communicants, and four children, the off- 
spring of Christian parents. One man and 


baptism, and two men and three women are 
enquirers. The school numbers thirty boys; 
their master is a non-Christian teacher; but 
the cutechist of the station, a Foochow 
Christian, instructs the children regularly in 
Holy Scripture, acting also as preacher to 
the heathen, and pastor to the flock. 

As we had the evening before us, and the 
catechist and his flock were present, we 
arranged for a confirmation service at 7.30 


in the little chapel;—and a very interesting | 


and profitable occasion it proved. On either 
side the little table used for communion, Mr. 
Wolfe and I took our places. Before the 
rails on the right hand the women, and on 
the left the men, who were candidates for 
confirmation were arranged ; five women and 
four men. We began with a hymn, the 
Litany, the preface of the confirmation serv- 
ice, adapted for baptized adults; and Mr. 
Wolfe interpreted my address, chiefly 
founded on the words, “If thou shalt con- 
fess with thy mouth the Lord Jesys and be- 
lieve,” &c. I pressed hard the nécessity of 
sincerity. This seemed to touch an old wo- 
man present—one of the candidates. As she 
interrupted me in my address, I paused to 
hear her. Mr. Wolfe asked whether he 
should tell me what she said. It was to the 
effect-—‘‘ Indeed she was sincere; she had 
for some time given herself to Christ, and she 
had found him to be her Saviour, and meant 
to serve him all her days.” Her earnestness 
and honesty were too manifest to admit of 
doubt. And in that plain and homely place 
of worship that night, in the midst of sur- 
rounding heathenism, the Saviour fulfilled 
his gracious promise—* Where two or three 
are gathered together in my name, there am 
I in the midst of them.” Outside our walls 
there was fighting and quarrelling among the 





early on-the move, as we had a journey of 
thirty miles before us. After breakfast, and 


|a short Chinese service with afew of the 
two women are received as candidates for | 


Christians who still were present, we were 
on our way again. We traversed a con- 
siderable part of Lien-kiang on leaving the 
city; then for three or four miles over 
rgd fields, till we reached an opening in the 
nills which led us to a lake of some dimen- 
sions, perhaps a mile and a half broad by 
two miles long. The men and women were 
hard at work in the paddy fields—up to their 
knees in water removing dead plants and re- 
placing them with fresh ones, to make the 
crop as abundant as possible. And every 
now and then we passed grotesque looking 
figures dressed in straw cloaks, impenetrable 
to the rain, holding a long bamboo stick, and 
driving before them some two or three hund- 
red ducks, fattening for the table of the 
wealthier Chinese. At last we began to climb ; 
and half a mile gave us a grand view of dis- 
tant hills, and the enjoyment of moor land, 
such as Yorkshire or Scotland presents. As 
we proceeded, the hills seemed to close upon 
us on either side, and we entered beautiful 
woods, abounding with wild camelia and 
azalea, honey-suckle, and dog roses, and black- 
berry blossoms of an enormous size; and the 
oil tree and the palm tree, some in flower, 
and the camphor tree and castor oil mingled 
with the fir; and as, in the heat of the day 
—for the sun blazed out in great strength— 
we paused to rest in the shade, or to enjoy the 
breeze as we crossed the mountain streams, 
the blackbird and the thrush cheered us with 
their song. It was-almost too hot to be safe 
in travelling, and the poor coolies who bore 
the chairs and burdens began to complain ; 
glad therefore were we all about noon to 


» 
ys Ne : ar 
enter PRE: Tang-iang, a large town of 


| some 90,000 people, where we have a mission 
| station, which was to form our mid-day halt- 


heathen, which disturbed us all the night ; | 


but within—within not merely our wadls, but 


our HEARTS alsc—there was peace such as | 


God alone could give. 

Our sleeping room was small, but the kind 
missionary arranged for my rest and com- 
fort; and I fear to his own discomfort: for 


he took his abode elsewhere for the night— | 


{ think in the schoolroom—giving me his 
usual accommodations. I felt quite ashamed 
all through this journey to see how carefully 


ing place. As we halted before the mission 
chapel the usual erowd surrounded us, and 
we were glad to take refuge in the upper 
room of the dwelling house behind the chap- 
el. Thence the distant hills, glowing in the 
mid-day sun, presented a fine prospect ;_ but 
we had now to attend to business. The 
catechist we found in bed, suffering from 
fever, and he was evidently very ill. He and 
other converts were to have gone on with us 
in the evening to Lo-yuen, and attend the 


' confirmation to be beld there on the morrow; 


he provided for me—relinquishing his own | q 
s | street, and not suitable for such a service. 
large store basket good things from home, | It was plain however that the catechist could 
the very sight of which in a place like Lien-| not travel, and as he was one of the prin- 
kiang or Lo-yuen could not but make one | cipal candidates for confirmation, I suggested 
|that we had better make the best of the 
Wednesday morning (13th May) we were chapel, and hold a confirmation at 3 0 clock in 


xpartment, and producing at meals from his 


laugh. 


for the chapel was too much exposed to the 
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Tange-inne, re atlas than ‘ile the converts on Wolfe. respecting his mission: wy work. We 
with us fifteen miles that night, to return | went over the statistics of each of his stations. 
that distance the next day from Lo-ywen. | The aggregates are follows :— 
Mr. Wolfe agreed with me, and the arran; | Mission church, 1; preaching chapels and 
ments were quietly made. The candidates | premises, 12; day schools—for boys, 5; pu- 





— 
on this occasion were all men, seven in num- | pils, 123; for girls 2; pupils, 6: beardine 
ber. They were arranged before me, and | schools—for boys, 1 ; pupils 9: for virls, 1: 
the service was a very solemn one; for al- | pupils, 5; baptized communicants—men, 54; 
though the crowd in the street somewhat clis- | women, 23; baptized children, 36 ; candidates 
turbed me, the converts I suppose were | for baptism—men, 16; women, 9: enquirers 
accustomed to such noises, and seemed ab- |—men, 39; women, 6; catechists, 10; sti 
sorbed in attention to my address, and devo- | | he — >; teachers, one Christian ma 
tion, during the service. The reality of the | Christia woman, and five non-Christi 
confession of faith they made seemed too | men; sciedl 44 men, 23 women and 5 
manifest to be doubted. 7 knowledge | youth. 


no doubt was very limited, but their faith 1a | The mission premises in Lo-yuen deserve 















Jesus and love for him was eenuine. notice. They are in a public thoroughfare, 
Our coolies were very unwilling to proceed | #e very e ntral, and by far the best [ hav 
that afternoon to Lo-yuen; but we could visited. The entrance from the street is 


. ’ ' hrough a spaci Orw: am coe 
hot wait, and a few hours’ rest and the cool through a spacious doorway, opening unde 
at an archway, toan open hall. Thence you 


the evening refreshed us. The scenery at, 1 
All through the valley the | eter a vood room, the roof of whicl is sup- 
elothed | ported by three pillars right and l-ft, and 


o 
was really grand. 
hills towered above us; they were 


apparently to the summit with verdant trees, open to the hall Just mentiot ed. This room 
Some peaks were perhaps 5.000 feet high, | 18 Ue chapel for preaching to the heathen, 
and the forms of the mountains were bl L, j and is well furnished Wii seats. At the top 
and broken in places by grand precipices. | ‘ i the room, Sythe 1 by woeden rails, is 
The tiger abounds in the hills, and the wild |® gorgeous pulpit—a very har me one— 
boar, and the antelope. On a previous jour- | S°**: nal, and ornament a with Chinese 

ve | figures—horses, elephants, birds, kings, saves 


hey up tl iis valley Mr. Wolf > saw 
i vhich ha { just been killed. 
nese doctors hold the bones of the 





| —in glittering gold. No pains or money has 
| been spare | by : a wealthy convert, whose eift 
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specific in some diseases, and they are se Id | 1€ 18, to shew his valuation of g spel preach- 


I listen | P | Ing by th th usht and mon 2 f hie lias spent 


hy hunters at a high price ’ ‘ ¢ i 
. j1 |) upon the pulps from which it is to be 











roar as it grew dark, but was not gratified 

The evening soon grew upon us, and the; Pree hed! B hind tl s chapel is an open 
sultry day closed with vivid and frequent courtyard, with shrubs in pots, through which 
liehtnine, without thunder, and fortunately | YOU Pas to anotaer apartment open to the 
for us unattended with rain. Without the courtyard, _Thus ts to be fitted up as a place 
lic ing, the latt £ our journey | OF Worship for the flock, with table. &e. Tt 


lone. | is Wellremoved from the noise of the street. 


W ar { have been ; 
and well designed for the purpose. Behind 
: pur] 
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| n hard to find k About four | 5%; which introduce vou to three nice 
miles from our destination, we passed a cate rooms—two sicepin ms, one for the mis- 
d fortification, and down a long flight of | 0M#Y, ANC ene Tor the eatechist; and a spa- 
eps toa village, where we obtained light; | CltOU’ Sthtig Foom, comin nding a good view 
ind thus—amid the grandest scenery, lighted | OYE® He elty oF tic masminicent hills be yond, 
wp with brilliant sheet Hehtning we pressed and both hehe { airy. These premises 
‘ n, leaving chairs and bearers, ¢ fies and Bave been secured by the aid and liberality 
Lurdens, in the rear, till we entered the city of sical we ‘dd convert of the city. He had 
of Lo-yu n, with its 100,000 pc ple; and spent in former lays some $200 a vea * pe nl 
finding our way to the Mission House | | idol shr nes, and uow he had become a € hris- 
thr many a narrow street, at ben th | Han, he would spend his money upon Chris- 
. - re CO “omfo as ian chure! es for the spre ad of the gospel 

nted tt was among bis countrymen 
| But the work of th. day was to be arranged. 


f past ten, or eleven, when we en 








th 2 ‘ 
poe Vor | mid At noon we had a baptismal service, when I 
watt ii Lo-yuen, and midi ht before ow Pee the pleasure of baptizing i eae 


. | . 5 
preparations for the night were made. | man, and two infants, the ch ike lren of Chris- 
Thursday, 14th May.—We were glad to | tian parents. This took place in the preach- 
rest.a little this morning, and at breakfast I | ing chapel just described. About twenty Chi- 
had a very interesting conversation with Mr.) nese were present—both men and women; 
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and it was remarkable how deep an interest 
all took in the service, and the importance 
they attached to it. The Christian women 
well supported by their presence their sister 
about to be baptized. It is so contrary to 
the etiquette of China for a Chinese woman 
to appear in public, that no little resolution 
is required on her part to present herself for 
baptism or confirmation. It is almost a re- 
nuneciation of caste, and in itself no 
proof of sincerity. 
tism was very modest and devout. She an- 
swered the questions audibly, and I am 
sure made a good confession of her faith. 

As my appearance in Lo-yuen had becomé 
a subject of public interest, L thought it 
advisable to pay my respects by sending 
my card in Chinese form to the chief man- 
davin of the city. This mark of attention 
very well received. The mandarin 
scolded the Christians for not telling him I 
was coming, that he might have sent a 


mean 


was 
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ing the religion of Englishmen, which we 


;were desirous of making known among the 


Our candidate for bap- | 


Chinese. He listened very courteously to 
my address, which was in public—for the 
place was thronged with his attendants, the 
Christians, and the town’s people. He gave 
me to understand that he knew something 
about our religion; but he did not express 
any opinion about its value. He however 
received the book, and gave it to his attend- 
ant to be earried away. We then sipped 


|our cups of tea, made bows, and he departed. 


band of soldiers to escort me into the city | 


the previous evening! He also signified his 
intention of immediately returning my call. 
This threw the Christians into a consider- 
able excitement; but, despised and perse- 
cuted as they had been by their heathen 


neighbors, we thought it well that the 
mandarin should thus publicly recognise 


the Christian church in Lo-yuen, by visit- 
ing the chapel and calling upon the chief 
pastor of the flock, surrounded by the mis- 


sionary, the catechist, and a numerous band | ; 
}men followed. 


of Chvristians, both resident in the city and 
gathered from the surrounding towns and 
vill About 2 P. M., we heard him com- 
crowd shouting, his attendants 


hallooine, the Fone 


“es. 





inv—the 


beating—for nothing | 


We fixed 3 P. M. for the 


confirmation. 


(Christians arrived from ~ Jr PH: Hia-chia, 
NN) 


distant—the women the 
previous day, in order to be in readiness ; and 
our new preaching chapel was well filled. I 
entered the pulpit—a moment manifestly of 
some interest to the people! Mr. Wolfe stood 
below, within the rails, and conducted the 
service, reading the Litany. The catechist 
gave out the hymn, and then the preface to 
the Confirmation Service read. My 
address was upon What it is to bea Christian! 


some fifteen miles 


was 


| Interpreted with ease and spirit, as it was by 
| : 


Mr. Wolfe, it was listened to with great at- 
tention and feeling. ‘The women were first 


|confirmed. Their dress was very picturesque, 


for they came in their best—butterflies and 


|glow worms and sprigs of shrubs in their 


hair, their red skirts and smart little shoes ; 
and nothing could he more devout, intelligent 
and proper, than their whole demeanor. ‘The 
Each was required to answer 
separately, and each was separately confirm- 
1. There is something véry plaintive in the 


| loud responses of the congregation; and when 
I gre; 


ean be done in China without a great noise. | 
and encouraged. 


llis chair was borne into the open 
He walked through the chapel, and as hi 
c:une in his magisterial uniform, 1 received 
him in my rochet (in which [ officiate 
the out-stations). Ile spoke Mandaria, and 
did not understand the vernacular ; 
was attended by an interpreter. Mr. Wolt 
interpreted my English into the vernacular 


courtyard. 


mh 


sO he 


of the city, which the interpreter rendered 
junto Mandarin. So three languages were, 
in fact, spoken on the occasion! Perhaps 


I should give some account of what passed. 
I first spoke with pleasure on peace be- 
tween Queen Victoria and the Emperor of 
China; how glad England was to be of 
service to China; that England owed her 
greatness as a nation to her religion; the 
Bible contained it; and the true Christian 
was the best father, the best citizen, tie 
best subject. I presented him with a copy 
of the New Testament, with the leaf turned 
down at Matthew, 5th chapter; and I re- 





quested him to peruse the book, as contain- ; of lis 


sonal history of some vf th 


* 


we remember what a short time ago they 
were, it is impossible not to feel thankful 
It would be very interesting to tell the per- 
converts. One 
was the sen of the old wealthy Christian who 
gave the pulpit. Ilis conversion and that of 
his father were most remarkable. 

Ile had been a most ri 
sreatest trouble to his fat! 
to hear the c: 
k and ridicule and bla 
rned a penii 
change in his conduet, 
for public observation ; 


j 








son—the 


} 
provate 


r. Ile 





one day 
inoc} . 
the 
er 
that 
ans had effeeted a 


it; and 
that 


retwu vas 
mai 
felt 





imion of the Chris 





, which no entreaties nor remonstrances 
threatentnes of parents or friends could 
uce, Tue son brought the father to hear. 





: first the old man said it was good for the 

on, but not for him » must live and die in 
mary made a heart 
appeal to the n. He took home with 
him the arrow which had entered the joints 
~ the enmity was slain.” 
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neense vender came as before to sell his 
sticks; but now the old man had made _ his 
*esolve—he would be a Christian, and never 
wain worship idols. Father and son worship- 
ved together in the chapel, were instructed 
gether, and baptized together; and this day 
shey were confirmed together, and O that 
ogether they may maintain their Christian 
yrofession as heirs together of the inheritance 
tbove! 
I was much interested also in a youth of 
8 from the country. He kept cows and 
soats on the hills, but his heart-had been 
ypened to attend to the preaching of the 
yospel, and he believed. The missionary, 
vhéen examining the catechist’s candidates 
‘ur baptism, was about to postpone the bap- 
ism of this lad till he had been a little bet- 
er instructed. But the boy exclaimed, 
‘Why not baptize me, Sir? I believe;” and 
ie gave such good evidence of sincerity 
md sufficient knowledge, that his request 
ould not be denied. He has learned to 
ead well, and he read many verses to me 
rom the Chinese New Testament. There 
yas an intelligence and vivacity and earnest- 
ess about this lad that seem to indicate 
hat some day he may be taken from the 
oat walk, to feed God’s flock, gathered 
rom the valleys and mountain sides of his 
ative province. 

But our visit to Lo-yuen was drawing to 

close. At 5 P.M. our chairs were ready, 
nd we had 15 miles of rugged foot path 
> traverse to reach Tang-iang that evening. 
“he evening was cloudy and cool, and though 
he tops of the hills were hid, and the grand 
senery seen to less advantage than yester- 
ay, we were able to make better progress. 
sbout half way, we had to light our torches, 
nd a strange sight it was to watch our 
arty in the varied positions of the route— 
‘fending their way, now up a steep ascent, 
aen across the paddy fields, and making the 
10st haste we could; for there was danger 
iat our lights would be all burned out be- 
wre we reached our destination. And so 

was; for as weentered T'anz-iang, at 10.30 
', M., our last light was gone, and our chair 
oolies had to wait on the foot path, till help 
‘as brought to them from the town. The 
iission premises at Tiang-iang are very in- 
rior, and our accommodation in the midst 
f the Chinese not pleasant ; but we com- 
osed ourselves to rest at midnivht, as best 
e might. 

About 4 o'clock the next (Friday) morn- 
ig, | heard a movement either in the house 
r street, which I was glad to avail myself 
f, to wake up the coolies, and prepare for an 
arly start; for though we were 40 or 50 
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viles, as we supposed, from Foochow, I} 


{ June, 





[t was the time of annual sacrifice. The} meant to sleep there that evening—and so 


|I did! 

| From Tang-iang we proceeded homeward 
iby quite a different route from that by 
| which wecame. It was the great high road 
| (if a footpath of the roughest sort can be 
| so called) from Ningpo to Foochow; and 
| we had two days’ journey to perform in one. 
|We passed a mountain, and about four miles 
jon the road passed through a very pic- 
| turesque but filthy village, climbed a high pass 
| ec ae 

| called an DA Ling-tiu, whence we com- 
}mnanded a grand view of the country round; 
jand crossing the plain cultivated for paddy, 
|in about five miles more reached the river 
| Lien. Here we had a desperate affray with 
| some additional coolies, who had been hired 
|to take us thus far on our way. They 
would be satisfied with nothing in the way 
of pay; and at length, as we were crossing 
the river, they seized our boat, and threatened 
to stone us with large pebbles from the 
beach. Their looks of rage and vengeance 
| were fearful—for it is an awful thing to see 
a heathen man in arage. The devil seems 
to have full possession of him then. But 
Mr. Wolfe managed the matter with great 
firmness and judgment; and after a display 
on their part of violence, and on his part of 
calmness and good temper, somehow or other 
we escaped. 

We walked along the river Lien on the 
mountain side about four miles, enjoying much 
| the beautiful scenery, toa village called in 
| Chinese “Hot Spring.” Here we dined, and 
| dined in public, to the great wonderment of 

the croud that pressed into the inn, and our 
lown no little amusement. Here we ascended 
'a noble pass, called in Chinese the “ Tiger’s 
High Resort”; from the summit of which we 





‘enjoyed an Alpine view. We pressed on 
through tea plantations till we reached the 
| Kooshan range, which .looks down on Foo- 
|chow city; from the summit of which we 
again enjoyed a view seldom to be beheld. 
| Nine weary miles over paddy fields, and 
| through populous villages, at length brought 
|us to the city walls; and my fatigues and 
| pleasures terminated in a hospitable recep- 
‘tion from my kind host, the Chaplain of the 
settlement. 


Foocrow, May 22nd, 1868. 
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ANCESTRAL WORSHIP AND |inhabitants of the world of darkness are 
FUNG-S 


HUY. entirely dependent for their comforts upon 
their relatives and friends in the world of 
light. They believe that those in the dark 
can see their friends in the light, and that it is 
in their power to return, in an invisible form, 
{ Read at the Missionary Quarterly Meeting, to afflict or reward them, according to their 

Shanghai, September 16th, 1867.] fidelity in making the necessury offerings for 


; . : their comfort in the spirit world. They believe 
P yorship. or the worship of the . ‘ hs 
Ancestral worship, or the — that the ancestors who are neglected by their 


pe ogi po Rigg ee pei yay er oeorrsadegy as prone —_ whose families are 
nendable reverence for parents or filial piety, |°*4Nct, are consigned to a state of beggary, 
Those who form their opinions of the Giinesa and, in order to finda modicum of comfort, 
systems mainly from reading their ancient | "© forced to take a position with the multi- 
classics would naturally come to this con- jtudes who die at sea, in war, or in foreig 
gE Sees cea tame een eule guile lands—who, in consequence of their burial 
clusion. cats . oo places not being known, are entirely depend- 
as to what ancestral worship pene but bd ent upon public charity. It is the present- 
cannot re onan p te spi’ on, apron radia , ation of offerings to these that I denominate 
a. "es aie dhe depeide andl gaections the worship of the dead, by way of distinguish- 
of a people as true exponents of their religious ing this class from those whose grav es are 
systems, all those who have given the subject a age — a Serge ~s — -- 
: : : > 1eml. 8S supposed that these neglecte 
re and — a tic Ml yey spirits, in attempting to avenge themselves, 
pe ep wag toe is the puinninal cities prey upon those in the world of light who are in 
of the Chinese (it being the only one that | 2° Way responsible for their forlorn condition. 
unites all classes); and that all ethes systems Hence the Chinese believe that nearly all the 
tically merely its adjuncts. For the sickness and other ills to which flesh is heir 
Swaulen douuie snash of thnie time 00 endeaves- |" inflicted by these unfortunate spirits, or 
ing to keep the peace between the living and by the ancestors of those who are unfaithful. 
the dead : and ‘the Buddhists of the present | For the same reason those who congregate at 
day, seeing the prosperity of the Tauists in distant cities for business invariably establish 
this department, have, in a great degree, pros- 2 ea ang ne ley 2 of ay iH ae 
: F a : ~~ am, | take care > de: 1eir native place, 
reat thee eervices tthe same, canes, The nd in due time to amit the fends, Of Un 
piety ; it is, however, equally true that filial = o aoee 7 a ae their bodies le 
piety of the present day consists mainly in the case of those ata great distance—their 
devotion to deceased ancestors. , — the yer that — gre glo — 
The teachings of Confucius undoubtedly | “?*" eae SS a a ee Se 
contributed much towards elevating the Chi- a ogg’ - vane Sa Se Sere 
nese character, and the maintenance of gvod worship. The government of the world o 
order ; at the same time they fastened upon Caremane ts anguesed te Ses pemaghanege 
the people a system which, with the changes part ot the government of China, from the 
of dynasty and the gradual decline of the ee ee to the lowest policeman in 9 
Chinese Empire, has degenerated into what I : aie sil ng an eae a ~ 
regard as the principal religion of the Chinese. th “ee Spey wep cig igs 
args : Snighe a ar sort i selfish motives. As the 
A) Chines worship, whether ofthe dead or Chinese have never nd a knowlege of God 
good or exemption from calamity. they have no higher standard of official justice 
~ In attempting to establish the position as- jaad pve 7 they ace exhibited by their 
sumed, I shall state first, some of the dogmas own officials, é&c. The government of the 
of the Chteene Ss Gemeed te the dead: ont | world is represented in the world of 
meni. aa af their practices, from the hight by the various idols and their attendants, 
saath te person in teen oe in the Tauist temples and elsewhere. The 
superiors reside in the temples (their Fa-muna), 
while the subordinates are placed in various 
CHAPTER I. parts of the city—like policemen—to guard 
against the depredations of the turbulent 
beggar spirits, and thus preserve public tran- 
They believe in the existence of two worlds; | quility. Hence they are to be seen at the 
one, the world of light (China), the other, the | city gates, at bridges, at any sudden turning 
world of darkness, in which men live after | of the streets ; and whenever a street is stop- 
death. They conceive that the denizens of | ped bya blank wall, a niche may be seen, 
the latter world stand in constant need of the | where offerings of candles, incense, &c., are 
same kind of comforts that they enjoyed in made. Blank walls, and sudden turns in 
their former state of existence. As the dead , streets, &c., ave supposed to irritate them ; but 
have become invisible, everything designed finding themselves in the immediate vicinity 
for their use must be vendered invisihle— ‘oafone of their own authorities is quite sut- 
bence itis burned. They suppose that the ficient to restrain the ill will cacited by any 
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Theories of the Chinese in regard to the Dead. 























































obstructions in.their way. 


spirits from going into every room in the | 
house, the Chinese in buildir rarely ever | 
place doors and windows opposite to each 


other. If the house is double, and it is found 
necessary to place the doors of the hall of the 
first building opposite to each other, in order 
to pass through the inner court and 


t, a broad 
fixed or a of doors, are 





succession 


screen, 


placed before the back door of the front hall, | 
and ingress or egress is had by a narrow pass- | 


age between this screen and the back door. 
The Tauist priests are the interpreters between 
the world of darkness and the world of light. 
Hence they are ina position to oppress the 
people,—and the sequel will show that they 
have not failed to abuse their privilege. 

The Chinese that a man has three 
one in the head, one in the chest, and 
one in the lower extremities. At death, one 
of the souls takes its position with the An- 
cestral tablet, one with the corpse, and one 
goes into the world of darkness for trial and 
punishment. 

The Ancestral tablet is a bit of board, rest- 
ing in a pedestal, upon which is written the 
name, birth and death of the deceased. T! 
ulthy distinguished usually 
i y ornamen tablets 


believe 


souls ; 





or are 


These 

















are usually 1 ona table that occupies a 
position acs h creen in front of the 
back hall door. Those who are able to main- 
tain an Ancestral hell usually place them 
there, with some responsible person to take 
cbarge. The Chinese believe in the immortal- 
itv of tl oul nd in a « i kind ¢ 
rewa Kl} s s 2 ds they 
most desire are two fold: the ‘st is tol 
exempted from punishinent : the second is 
accordit rto heir ts OL \ h si . to 
be pre moted in their nex aay it mito the 
world of light to a more | ( pe sition 
or tO & posi 1 of greater wealth. The punish- 
ments are a retl no Chinese criminal 
code, with some em! shm s; and are 
tl > i ~) } L | be l if i ? il ons 
som \ : 1 in the quan: 
1 h ite of t] 
‘ Wick Nn ti s posed to be saw 
re af th ma 
The ill 1 i ! 11 - 
' other 1 
\ l i ‘ mcn 
sae “pat oa 
who think of the « it 
spirit world. th Z 
tin . e hav \ i ( 
CAP Ie ti nsclves } i 4 
tl er ik codk Ol U \ { ' 
i H \ that t eS a ( ol 
evadin just des Sin | for 
i ecannc ) 1v ©” vi I i ol 
} } ( ] par oO h ’ sO 
t world, than what they see ilh l 
1 ‘ t| eves by tl wts 1 « 
( | ae itlon ol 
PuC } pte 
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To prevent these | 
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1 RECORDER 
CHAPTER II. 

The Practices of the People in regard to 

the Dead. 

When any member of a family: falls ill, t 
other members sacrifice to, and worship before 
the Ancestral tablets. They may have been 
remiss in their offerings ; if not, they pray for 
assistance imtheir hour of great trial. If the 
sick person does not improve, they call a 
medium (usually a woman), to sce whether the 
trouble is caused by any of their own Ances- 
tors, or by a wild or beggar spirit. If by the 


ne 


former, they burn a larce quantity of din 
before their tablets: if bv the latter, din is 
burned without the door to appease the dis- 


contented spirit. (Din is a substitute for sycec 

it is thin paper covered with tin foil and pasted 
together in the form of sycee, and is the silver 
currency of the world of darkness. A large 
portion of the time of working women is con- 
sumed in the manufacture of this money for 
the dead. Some is made of gilt paper. In 
some parts of China they make paper dollars, 
with the stamp of the old Spanish dollar ; 
hundred of which are worth about ten cents.) 


one 





If the sick person becomes delirious, or his 

}extremities become cold, they suppose that 
one of his souls hi ft the body, or that one 
has been captured by some roving spirit 





whereupon some member of the family, with 
a lighted lantern, stands without the door and 
": departed, by name, te come back. 


is often continued till a late hou 














at night. No one who has heard the call once 
will fail to recognise it the second time. Ii 
1 a pt ‘uhiar call: the von is neither elevate: 
ior | its intonation expresses 
affectionate ¢ ty. The moment aman dies 
. iss irres ad by the authoriti $ 
epi While he was sick, his 
i § ’ ss to know what to do for 
him; atter he is 1. thev know whai he 1 
ju r done for his comfort 
Is piace a « ’ old Water at the onicr 
lo ) he may take the last drink. 
l n ( u WW or ould, o would, ive 
v q ‘ prac The Chi- 
as a pee ai k cold Watet 
i nex | s 4 ibo1 1 
urn a Sul i goo $ yore ot 
\ is t wa | ure ’ ‘\ ! 
l is in the hands ¢ he } of the 
hen l It is a well known f tha he 
poli ‘ ti world usu i weil 
H ti prisoner W1ih s rf yISsia 
\ a b ry rr \ 
( l ed. In like in er thev pn 
f tl spirit world a infl | 
by personal apy ’ They next 4 col 
to ul i 1 ( ity ot d 
f » provide the deceas 
’ si 1 to enable him t« 
7 1 to escape before : 
reach tl uthorities. As itis i n 
neo! sing for the police of the Chir 
li- sto allow a prisoner wko has le 
ed io eseape by the way, for a eonsidera- 
’ tipose that the police of tl \ l 
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of spirits are influenced by similar moti 
Having provided him with what is ee me - 
quite sufficient to enable him, if le is clever, 
to make good his escape, they next proceed to 


= MISSION. 


burn the bed and bedding and most of the, 
wardrobe of the departed, in order that he 


may be provided with every necess.ry comfort 
in his present position, whether in prison or at 
liberty. Meanwhile, all the relatives, friends 
and neighbours of the deceased send in large 
contributions of din, to enable their departed 
friend to bribe the officials of the land 
shades ; or to pay the prison keepers. &c., and 
thus greatly ameliorate his sufferings during 
his trial and punishment, if he has been so un- | 
fortunate as to be incarcerated. When a man 
is dead, he is in a position to avenge himself of 
all the injuries of which he may have thought 


1c 


himself the subject. Hence these large con- | 
tributions, by relatives. friends, neighbours. 
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may be lintel to modify the iniended 
punishment, For the same reason, families 
of sume wealth, during this season of wourn- 
ing, and subsequently during the period of 


worshipping at the tombs, employ a person tu 


blow at their graves at night a ram’s hora, 
| or a conch shell. 
From the 9th to the 18th day, depending on 


| the day of the 


of | 


| 


| 


and indeed by all who feel that the deceased | 


had aught against them. It is by no means 
an uncommon tragedy for a man'with an irrec- 
oncilable difficulty to take his own life, in 
order to place 
himself. I have known a widow, 
been wronged, to go to ¢! 
band, and with great lamentation make known 
to him the injustice she had sustained, and 
beg him to sce her righted, or her oppressor 
punished, Tiese dernier resorts rarely ever 
fail to bring the refractory person to terms. 


who had 


1e grave of her hus- | 


' 





month on which a person dies 
is supposed to return to its old 
bringing withit a host of ravenous 
aid it in its revengeful visitation. 
to counteract the baneful influence 
| of this visit, employ Tauist pr 
rule the spirits, to perform, at the 
residence, on the day on which the 

expected to return, the ceremony 
“ Koong-tuh,” meritorious —the 
of which either to oppose or frighten the 
spirits, and thereby secure to the family tran- 


the spirit 
habitation, 
beggars, to 
The family, 
1ests, W ~hos * fous 
family 
spirit is 
called 
service object 


is 


guility. All the relatives and friends of the 
| deceased are invited to meet their old fricud, 
and take part in the festivities and general 
confession of the family. The fainily hall is 


himself in a position to avenge | 


| 


Again, the coffin is an important item in the | 


list of articles which are deemed necessary for 
the repose and comfort of a man in the world 
of darkness. As a man's respectability in this 
world is often estimated by the appearance of 
his dwelling : so, for similar reasons, the friends 
of a deceased person, in order to ¢ 
this mark of respectability in the other world, 





often impoverish themselves - or ler to pro-| 


vide for him a decent burial. Indeod, so much 
stress is placed upon this article, that old men 
and even younger ones, in times o! prosperity, 
to insure for themselves a suitable habitation 
when they die, often superintend the making 
and varnishing of their own co‘fins. They 
even goastep further while they have the 
means, and employ one skilled in “ fung-shuy” 
to select a fortunate place for their graves. 
They construct vaults and raise mounds 
their entire families. These are usually in a 
line, under one mound, with the tops slightly 
separated, so as to give a peak for each vault. 
Hence some of the graves we see in the vicin- 
ity of Shanghai are empty vaults. As the 


decorated for the occasion witl 
hangings of various devices, 


authority in the 





nbroidered 
and emble 
world of darkness, to intini- 


ns of 


date the spirits ; and for the time looks more 
like the abode of royalty, than the humble 
abode of a common shopman. The Ancestral 
tablet of the expected visitor, the cause of 
| the couvocation, is elevated to a position on « 
table in the centre of the decorated hali, 
before which all the family most humbly bow, 
and confess their shuoricomings, and around 


in for him | 





which Tauist priests, attired in Imperial robes, 


| march, chanting and bowing to the ringins 
| of asmall bell by the master of ceremonies, 
| The whole affair amounts toa most humble 
| confession and deep humiliation on the part 
| of the family. This ceremony, enlivened by 
| music and gong, is kept up for aday or two. 
When the guests are invited to partake of 
refreshments, a table is set in a vacani room 


| wave of his wand of authority, 


for | 


| Same time 


| 


members of the far nily drop off. one end of the | 


vault is opened, and the coffin inserted. 
On every 
ter the 






mith day, for seven sevens, 
F of an individual, the female 
poriion of the family give vent to boisterous 
lumentations; during which they call the 
deceased by name, and recount all his virtues 
and good qualities. — It 





supposed that this | 


demonstration of grief is beard by the author- | 


for the accommodation of the spiritual guests. 
It is furnished with viands, chopsticks, &c. 
When all things are ready, the master of cere- 
monies enters this vacant room, and after a 
and incanta- 
tions, orders the spirits to come and partake 
of what has been provided for them. and to 
keep quiet. At the close of ceremony, 
re-enters the vacant room, and with anotl 
wave of his wand and incantations, and at the 
cutting the air towards the four 
points of the compass with a sword, orders 
the spirits to depart; and, on pain of the 
severest punishment, not to disturb the peace 
and quiet of that family. The spiritual guests. 
terrified at the sight of the sword and embiems 
of authority in the world of darkness, and the 
sound of the and crackers without, are 
supposed to take their departure,to their prop- 
er place of abode. The family pays the 
bill, and takes his word for it that the 


he 


a 











yong 


priest's 


spirits 


ities of the spirit world, aad the hove indulged | will not disturb them. This is the family con- 
that they, seeing the bigh estimation in which , fession., and a large amon Of Money 1s ex- 
the prisoacr was beldin the world of ligut, pended in order to make the visit of the de- 
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purted as agreeable as possible. The main 
object, however, is to secure iramunity from 
sickness or calamity, &c. It is deemed the 
duty of every family to do something analo- 
gous to what is described above, whenever one 
of their members is snatched from the world 
or light. It corresponds in almost every im- 
portant particular to whut is dune by his 
frieuds for the comfort of «man who is ar- 
rested by one of the local aurboritics. The 
priests, the interpreters and ugents of the gods, 
like the mandarins of this world, are ever on 
the alert for an opportunity to squeeze the 
rich. They are also ever mindful of the wel- 
, fare of their parishioners, not only of the living, 
but of the dead also. In their watchful devo- 
tions before their deities, they freynently dis- 
cover that some one of their charze, who was 
arrested several months before, and whose 
family is more fortunate in life than many of 
his fellgws, isin great agony in the other 


communicate the fact to the family of the 
deceased. They, greatly distressed and alarmed, 
send for the priest, who was so kind as to 
communicate to them any tidings of their de- 
, parted friend. They wish to know the partic- 
ulars of his misfortune. The priest, in whom 
they have trusted so many years, goes into an 
investigation, and discovers that the poor un- 
fortunate is confined in a deep pit, and guarded 
by sword and spear; and with some show of 
emotion informs the family that nothing short 
of three days, “ Koong-tuh,” and a large ex- 
penditure of money will rescue him from that 
place. The family, anxious to do something 
for his relief, urgently enquire what sum it 
will take. The answer is usually in accordance 
with their ability to pay. We will say his de- 
mand inthis instance is Tls. 1,000. The as- 
, tonished family plead their inability to pay so 
much. The priest is not inclined to undertake 
it for less, and reminds them that the conse- 
* quences of allowing their friend to remain 
' where he is will not rest upon him. They hold 
a hasty consultation, as t 
offer. Tls. 600 is agreed upon. The priest 
refuses to undertake it for that sum. After 
} further consultation, they offer Tls. 700. The 
priest, with hesitation, agrees to undertake it 
for that amount. At the same time he informs 
them that it will be very difficult. On the day 
appointed, the reception hall is stripped of all 
, its furniture, and decorated in the most gor- 
_ geous manner with temple regalia, richly em- 
broidered satin hangings, suspended from the 
ceiling, on which are emblazoned the emblems 
of authority in the world of darkness. The 
1 Ancestral tablet of the unfortunate one, 


a table in the centre of the hall. Around this 
, tablet, five, seven, or nine Tauist priests, at- 
, tired in richly embroidered Imperial robes, 
;march and chant their incantations. This 
, ceremony, enlivened by music and gong, is 
_ kept up day and night. Meanwhile the rela- 
‘ tives, invited guests, and priests, live on the 
family, On the afternoon of the second day, 
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world, and they manage, very delicately, to | 


» What they shall , 


elevated to a golden throne, is placed in the ; 
* midst of ornamented insignia of authority, on | 


[ June, 


the Abbot or master of ceremonies, with some 
confusion 3nd great emotion, informs the 
family that the position of the unfortunate is 
|unchanged, and that the authorities of the 
| Spirit world will not entertain the idea of re- 
| leasing him for Tls. 700. They, fuli of appre- 
hension, bestir themselves tw borrow, if they 
cannot otherwise raise, the additional sum of 
Tis. 300. The priests retnrn to their service 
with new zeal. The chanting is more ener- 
getic, the step mucb quicker, the ringing of 
the bell is inore frequent; while the family 
| weep over their misfortune. In due time the 
| master of ceremonies anuounces a commotion 
in“ Yung-kan” (prison of the world of Shades), 
and that the unfortunate is about to be re- 
leased. This news is both a proof that the 
| additional Tls. 300 had its desired effect, and 
{some consolation to the anxious family tor 
| their unexpected outlay. On the third day the 
| master of ceremonies makes an examination ; 
after, which, he, with great agitation, informs 
| the family that the unfortunate man is nearly 
| out of the pit, that he is clinging to one side, 
}and looking with anxious solicitude for fur- 
ther aid, but that we cannot induce them to 
allow him to escape even for the additional 
sum of Tis. 300; now what is to be done? 
|The friends, frantic with anxiety, tear the 
bangles from their arms, the rings from their 
| hands, and produce other jewels and articles 
upon which money can be had from the pawn- 
; brokers, and pay an additional sum of Tls. 200. 
|The priests, jadging from appearances that 
they can get no more, return to their arduous 
undertaking with redoubled zeal, and ere the 
sun sets the fearful din of gongs and _fire- 
crackers announces to the anxious family that 
the incarcerated spirit has been set at liberty. 
The design of the firecrackers and gong is to 
frighten the bewildered spirit far away from 
jthat horrible pit. Congratulations are ex- 
| changed, and the family is relieved of much 
anxiety and a large sum of money. This 
“ Koong-tuh” may be repeated, if the priests, 
who are ever on the alert for opportunities, 
can manage to make the necessity of it appa- 
rent, as in the case of sore afflictions in the 
family. 


One feature of this * Avong-tuh,” performed 
by either Tauist or Buddhist priests, is worthy 
of note. The relief afforded an unfortunate 
prisoner in Chinese purgatory is only tem- 
porary. They do not profess, for the large gum 
of money they receive, to rescue a person and 
remove him toa place of safety. They only 
propose to extricate him from present suffering. 
Indeed, a heaven, ora place where the good 
may find protection and be at rest, is not pred- 
icated of this or any other of the Chinese 
; systems of religion. They have no heaven pre- 
| sided over by a god of justice, for they have 
|e such official in the world of light. Devils 

and demons reign supreme in the world of 

darkness. There is no charity there. Those who 
are incarcerated must be supported as men 
'are in-prisons in this world, by their friends. 
| Hence the necessity of ancestral worship. 
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To provide for the proper execution and 
perpetuation of it is the great concern of life. 
To be properly and effectively execrted, it 
must be done by a son ora blood relative of 
the male line ; consequently the great business 


of life is to provide for the perpetuation of ' 


one’s family namie. Each parent, feeling his 
obligation in this respect, endeavors to per- 
Jorm his duty by betrothing his children at an 
early age. 
many evils attending this practice, it is sup- 
posed that it insures more families, and has a 
tendency to preserve public morals. I have 
said that ancestral worship must be performed 
by a blood relative of the male line. It is by 
itheritance, the right, duty, and privilege of 
the eldest son, or his heir, to perform this 
svered rite. Consequently he inherits a larger 
} ruportion of his father’s estate than his other 
}rothers do. If he have no issue, and any of 
his brothers have sons, he may adopt one of 
them to be his heir. 1f he die without having 
iaade the necessary arrangement for his suc- 
cession, it is the duty of his younger brothers 
to appoint one of their sons to succeed him in 
his estate. This individual, though an infant 
in the arms of the nurse, is master of ceremo- 
nies in the worship of ancestors. These facts 
show the deep hold ancestral worship has upon 
the minds of the whole people. The laws of 
the land in regard to property are based upon 
it. Ason then is the great desideratum of 
every man. This explains the great preference 
for sons over daughters, and the great joys, 
and the many congratulations, in a Chinese 
family at the birth of a son ; while the reverse 
is the case at the birth of a daughter. A man 
with many sons is pronounced by all fortunate, 
yea happy; while one with many daughters is 
commiserated. Under these circumstances 
imagine, if you can, the estimate placed upon 
an only son, upon whose preservation and fidel- 
ity hang the future happiness of all past gen- 
erations of the same name. Should he die 
before he has a male issue, or should he 
become a Christian and repudiate ancestral 
worship, all his ancestors would by that one 


act be consigned to a state of perpetual beg- | 


gary; imagine too, if you can, the moral 
courage required for an only son to become a 
Christian, and call down upon himself the 
anathemas, not only of his own family and 
neighbors, but of all his ancestors. 
known an instance, in connection with my work 
at Shanghai, of a father threatening to take 
his own life, in order to insure the punish- 
ment of his only son, who wished to become a 
Christian. (For ason to provoke his father 
to such a degree that he would take his own 
life to avenge himself, is one of the highest 
crimes known to Chinese law.) The son under 
such circumstances being regarded as his 
father’s murderer, would certainly be decapi- 
tated. 
plish his end by having his son disgraced 


among men, and severely punished in the’ 


world of darkness; for, for a man to appear in 
that world without a head is-prima facie evi- 
dence that he was a bad man, and he is treated 


While they admit that there are | 


I have | 


In this event the father would accom- ! 


accordingly. Hence the great anxiety evinced 
by the friends of those officers kc. who were 
so unfortunaie during the rebellion as to lose 
| their heads, to recover them, that they might 
| stitch them on again. I have known men to 
pay as much as Tis. £00 for the head of a 
friend. Thus we are able to appreciate the 
|clemency of a high official, who allows his 
| subordinate, who has merited decapitation. to 
inhale gold leaf, or choose some other refined 
jand honorable way of making his way io 
| the world of spirits. For the same reason. 
|the practice of suspending in public places 
| the heads of notorious characters is as much 
\designed to inspire fear of punishment in 
the other world as of the executioner’s knife 
\in this. 

| Thus too, we are enabled to understand 
| why it was that the imperial officials, when 
| Shanghai fell into their hands a few years ago, 
jordered the decapitation of every rebel whose 
;corpse could be found in the city. They 
jfound many. The coffins were torn open, 
the contents discharged, the. skeletons de- 
|capitated, and the timber used for paving 
the streets, in places where the stone slabs 
| were injured by the fire. But this is a di- 
gression. 

| Ancestral worship is of great antiquity, 
jand is always performed in about the same 
|way and at the same time of the year. It 
| consists in the worship of, and the present- 
,; ation of various offerings to, the tombs or 
|tablets of deceased Ancestors. The period 
for making these offerings is one hundred 
|and five or six days after the winter solstice, 
{say about the 6th of April. It continues in 
season for three or four weeks. This season 
| is called Ch’ing ming. On the first day, the 
|men from a distance spread vast quantities 
| of yellow paper, cut in the form of strings 
| of cash, on the graves belonging to the vari- 
jous Way-quans.. The natives, male and 
female, dressed in their best attire, repair, 
on any day of this season, to their family 
graves; and not unfrequently add fresh earth, 
|to show that they are watched. The master 
of ceremonies directs the arrangement of the 
| offerings, usually a fowl or fish, and some- 
times a pig’s head and tail, wine, lighted 
candles, and incense, a straw basket or straw 
house in miniature, filled with din, some- 
times a paper trunk with lock and key, 
paper sedans for those who were fond of 
sedan riding, paper house for the equestrian, 
| writing materials for the literary man, and 
paper boats for the boat man, are included 
among the offerings. While the combustible 
portion is being consumed the sam-shu is 
poured over, to increase the flame and render 
that fluid invisible for the use of the spirits 
for whom it is intended. As the blaze of 
|the burning mass ascends, the master of 
ceremonies kneels before his offerings, and 
bows his head to the ground nine times, pre- 
cisely in the same manner (but with more 
reverence), that they do in the temples 
before their deities. His example is follow- 
ed by all the other members of the family 
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present. The offerings which are consumed | DEATH OF THE REV. W. C. BURNS. 
are supposed to be transmitted in an avail- 
able form to the parties for whom they were 


designed. The spirits are supposed to draw Conclusion of « Sermon preached by the 
near and partake of the flavor of the viands Rev. W. S. Swanson at Amoy, 
that are not consumed. What remains is 24th May, 1868. 


tuken home, to be used at the family feast , si peed 
on the occasion. This rite, differing only Text: I. Fhess. IV: i7. * And so shall 
in the quantity and quality of the offerings we ever be with the Lord. 
made, is perfurmed in this way, and at this T have chosen this text, and made these 
season, by every Chinese family expect evan- | remarks to-day, in connexion with a circum- 
yelicalChristians. The poor usually present | stance which lias lately taken place ; and wiich, 
little else besides a basket of din. On any] though occurring at a long distance from this 
clear day during Ch’ing-ming, the smoke! | port, very nearly and closely concerns some 
may be seen ascending from scores of eX-| of us, and in some way concerns us all. [ 
temporized altars round about Shanghai. | refer to the death of the Rev. W. C. Burns, 
However much the Chinese may be divided} 4¢ the English Presbyterian Mission at the 
in other matters, as religions, dialects, degrees | hi Waecivanc’ He iwWia ‘vary desc 
of intelligence, wealth, Xec., they form a unit | Port pps Phi, RE ME aie 
in regard to this rite, both as to time and | Indeed to some of us here, and ] capeiees 
manner; and I believe it is the only point jer none who knew him would wish such an 
on which they are united. A man may be| event to be allowed to pass by without a 

highway robber, but he will return Coes single reference being made to it. For years 
at the regular period for worship at the| he lived and laboured here, and he always 
ancestral tombs. <A high official may be | during his residence in China used to regard 
excused forthe neglect of an important duty, | this place as his headquarters. ‘The intelli- 
it he can plead that he was attending to gence of his decease lias caused feelings of 
the sacred rites of ancestral worship. It is deep gloom and srief in the minds of the 
a duty that takes precedence of all others,| (hinese Christians. Mauy of them knew him 
and when faithfully performed is a virtue will: adel aaitaad Vitis tbe toe’ We con’ eal 
that hides a multitude of sins. A man may|,. ” ni pie oxen =D} a oe rae ee 
discard any or allof the other forms of reli- his work's are lhe) all looked se ast hum 
cion: but this he dare not. The perpetuity with feelings of the deepest veneration and 
ind prosperity of his family. and the confort , respect for his remarkable piety and consist - 
and repose of his ancestors, depend upon it. | ency, and as well for his devoted zeal and 
It is che one idea that excites in the Chinese | self-denying labours amongst their fellow 
mind 2 feeling of awe and reverence. From | countrymen ; and many of them looked up 
the foregoing it is evident that ancestral | to him with that peculiar veneration and love 
ship enlists the three strongest passions | With which one usnally regards the person, 
ot the human heart —parental affection, self | who, in God’s hand, has been the instrument 
love, and fear. The latter is undoubtedly | to lead him to Christ. ' ‘ 
the predominant feeling; for, in peer of | _ He was one of the number of the first mis- 
the neglect of this rite on the part o f others, | slonaries to Amoy, and as such we cannot 
they only speak of the consequences to | allow his departure to pass in silence. Some 
themselves and others who are not guilty. | of these first missionaries have already gone 
| know there ave those who regard the whole | to their rest, and others, thank God, are 
matter of ancestral worship as commendable | still with us: and those of us who are most 
reverence for pare ents, &e. Some even de ny | ready and willing on all occ: asions to take 
rae it is worship. Such a view of the | what is our proper place among them should 
subject is superficial, and arises from igno- | not allow one of them to pass away without 
rance of the true character of Chinese | testifying how thankful we are to God for 
worship, If worshipping at the tombs and what He made aa. and for the blessing He 
’ saused to follow their labours. 

But not on these accounts only dol feel 
: : that the event which has just taken place 
worship. The form and manner is the same, | should be noticed here. The life which so 
the offerings in a great degree are the same, | lately closed so far as regards its manifesta- 
and ihe sankee of the worshippers is the’ tion on earth has some lessons in it for each 
i" : 3 Reine saegeet - | and all of us, no matter what our position 
satae—the desire for. prosperity, promotion, | eee at ae ° a 

: i - t ‘ and sphere in life may be; and if I had not 

and immunity from sickness and calamity. |beli »ved this, I would not have used this oc- 
This is about all that a Chinaman desires or | casion for the present purpose. There are 
expects ‘from his worship, and he expects some lessons to ‘be learnt from this life, that 
| would, if taken, prove beneficial to all of us, 
| and which may, I trust, in the hand of God's 
| Spicit pr ve to he so now. 








before the ancestral tablets is not worship, 
then the worship of their idols is not! 


alt of this from the worship of his ancestors. 


[Zo be concluded next month.} 
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—taking this position, as I have had to do, at 
exceedingly b wer notice—it has been quite 
impossible for me to prepare anything like a 
lengthened statement of the facts of Mr. 
Burns’ life. I feel also that this is unneces- 
sary in this case, because I know that nothing 
would be more displeasing to him that is 
gone, than that at any time his life and its 
facts should be made too much of, and he 
himself become the subject of extravagant 
praise or eulogy. On these accounts, and 
because I feel that such fulsome eulogies 
are seldom beneficial, | do not think that 
more is necessary than to state a few facis, 
and then very briefly indicate what seem to 
me to be the outstauding features of this life, 
trusting that God may use the whole to stir 
us all up more and more to love and to good 
works. 

Mr. Burns was born at Dun, Scotland (of 
which parish his father, the Rev. W. H. 
Burns, D. D., was then minister), on the Ist 
day of April, 1815. It was very evident to 
those of us who knew his family and hims: lf 
that he inherited to a large extent the charac- 
teristic properties of both his parents—the 
name, earnest piety and the evangelistic zexl 
of the one; and the remarkable talent, quick, 
sharp energy and resolution of the other. 

In the early part of his life, and before 
entering on his theological studies. he spent 
some time in a lawyer's office in Edinburgh ; 
and very frequently have I heard him refer 
with gratitude to the lessons he learned while 
in this position. It may not be known to 
some of you how very methodical Mr. Burns 
was in all the business of his life, and what 
a remarkable tact and capability he had for 
managing business of any kind, and doing it 
in a business like manner. These habits of 
order he used himself to say were acquired 
in the lawyer’s office in Edinburgh. And on 
many occasions they were found to be of the 
utmost service ; and most specially so when 
diiticult eases had to be heard and carried on 
before the Chinese magistrates 

After he was licensed to preach the Gospel, 
he was called to supply the pulpit of the 
late sainted McCheyne. This was in 
when McCheyne was absent from Scotland as 
one of a deputation sent out to visit Palestine. 
During this and succeeding years he was 
actively engaved in evangelistic work in 
various parts of Scotland. A very rich blessing 
followed.this work, and a very wide-spread 
revival of religion was the result. This is 
now a matter of religious history in Scotland. 
Ido not mean to dwell on it now, but in 


looking back and reviewing the history of | 


that time of gracicus revival, I do not think 
it is too much ¢o say that as a preacher, and 
judged by the blessed results that followed 
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i cannot enter into minute details, because | his labours, he was one of the most remark - 
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back with great thankfulness to the time 
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able, popular and successful preachers of his 
jtime. The results that flowed from his work 
| then are abiding still, and as a proof of this 
[ may mention here something that struck 
me very much when at home last year. I was 
again and again visited by persons askin 
after Mr. Burns, and on making enquiry 1 
found that these persons were brought to 
Christ through his means, and at this time. 
Many such have already gone to their rest, 
but many stillremain. Who of us can ealeu- 
late the blessings that flowed directly and in- 
directly from such lahours at this time ? 

Shortly after this he went to Canada, where 
he remained for some time engaged in evan- 
gelistic work: and on his return to Britain he 
jagain resumed this work in Scotland and 
England. 

He was ordained as a missionary to the 
Chinese by the Svnod of the Presbyterian 
Church in England in April, 1847, and arrived 
in Hongkong in November of that year. He 
laboured there and at Canton for some time. 
'In 1851 he came to Amoy, resided among the 
| Chinese here for 3 years, and then returned 
‘to Seotland. He came back to China in 1855, 
and has been engaged in missionary work 
since that time at Shanghae, Amoy, Swatow, 
Fuh-chau and Pekin, becoming during this 
time familiar with the dialects of all these 
|places. From Pekin he went last year to 
| Newchwang, and there he died on the 4th 
| day of April last. ' 

[I do not mean to give you now any detail- 
ed account of his Chinese work; but I must 
|say something of itin this quarter. He came 
here when the native church was very small 
in number, but those who had already declar- 
|ed for Christ were constantly with him, and 
|by this means and others, he soon became 
familiar with this dialect. He was the first 
| to commence country work in this region ; 
and he opened the way for us to all the region 
south and south-west of Amoy. Rich fruit 
was gathered from his labours, and rich fruit 
lis being gathered there still. 

His remarkable Christian consistency, his 
deep piety and fervent evangelistic zeal 
made a very marked impression on the 
early converts here, and are matters of 
notoriety among our congregations _ still. 
But these properties as well stamped them- 
selves on our first native preachers, and 
some of them were men of like character 
with him. Some of these have already 
gone to their rest, and those of them who 
are still with us mourn bitterly the loss 
which we have now to mourn. * 

{t was my own privilege to be almost 
constantly with him during his last visits 
here; and, now that he is away; I look 
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then spent with him. He had a power, And what was the resulur ‘The testimony 
culiar to himself in speaking to the! of those who care little for Christ and the 
hinese; and I have frequently here been things of His kingdom is unanimous in this, 
reminded of what I had read and heard that he was a faithful, earnest and consistent 


about his early labours in Scotland andj| Christian; and this testimony they never 
England. |; withheld. Agree or not with him as they 


Such are the facts of his life, so far as might, they did not fail to perceive, and were 
it is necessary now to refer to them. [| not slow to acknowledye. the faithfulness of 
erhaps should mention here another fact. , them an to the great Master he served. This 


he work of this servant of God in China | faithfulness made him sometimes seem harsh 









was remarkably owned and blessed by the 
great Master not only in the case of the 
Chinese, but also in the case of not a few 
of those who like us have come here from 


it may be to some, and not so regardful as 
they might have wished him to be of the 
feelings of others. But this could be thought 


He 
































only by those who did not know him. 
was very tender, and very chary of giving 
oitence; but not so much so as to prevent 
him from denouncing where denunciation was 
needed, or rebuking where rebuke seemed to 


other lands. Instances of this could be ad- 
duced, were it at all necessary to do so now. 
And now that this life has closed so far as, 
regards earth, it remains as a precious legacy 
to us who are left. In reviewing it, what, him to be required. 
shall we say were the main characteristics of| There is one other pvint in his character 
this man? He wus a thorough scholar, with | to which I must refer, arid then I have done. 
a well furnished and an aetive mind; he To many he seemed eccentric, and to some 
possessed in no ordinary degree a sound judg-| morose. He was neither. There might be 
ment, and a large amount of common sense; ; some shadow of seeming evidence for the 
he was one of the ablest and most popular| former; there was none for the latter. He 
preachers of his day; he was a man of great | set a high ideal before himself as the ideal of 
energy, indomitable perseverance, and of| the Christian missionary; and he did not 
ardent zeal. But not these properties sever-| hesitate to adopt any mode of life, or to enter 
ally, nor all combined, seem to me to be the | upon any course of action, that seemed to him 
reason to account for the power he possessed, | to be necessary or even beneficial to the 
the success that followed his publi¢ work, or proper carrying on of the work he came to do. 
the mark he has left behind him. | As I have said already, the motive from which 
He was eminently a man of God, and as! he acted was always the same; and one hardly 
such, I do not think any one here will say | dared to blame in matters of no impurtance 
I am going too far when I say that he stood | whatever, when this was known. And now 
out as remarkable. In personal intercouse! when we look back on his history, we may 
with him, one thing struck me above all| perhaps be led to believe that even in regard 
others—his prayerfulness ; and herein I believe | to the mode and loculitivs of his missionury 
we get some insight into his remarkable | life he acted in the way which, in his case 
success and power. No matter what he did,}and with his peculiar and most marked 
or had to do, whether of importance or of a; individuality, was calculated to be of most 



























nature you might call trivial, he made it aj} benefit. 


matter of prayer. Some of us might have 
desired to have seen him more settled and 
stationary in his work, at least so far as 
regarded locality ; but even then we hardly 
dared to blame, or say too strongly we would 


have it otherwise, when we remembered how | 


anxiously and watchfully he waited for the 
leading of God's providence, how earnestly 
and prayerfully he asked for light from 
above, and how resolutely and unflinchingly 
he followed the leading when he believed the 
light was given him. 
his seems to me to be the outstanding fea- 
ture of his Christian life and his mission.ry 
; work. 

, Another very mirked feature of his char- 
acter was his faithfulness. You never could 
mistake whit he was, nor whose servant he 
considered himself to be. He believed, as we 
all do, that Christ and the world could not 
; amalgamate: and he was faithful to his belief. 


This prayerfulness of 


| And this man died as he lived. It was only 
last week that we received the last letter we 
| can ever receive from his hand. The letter 
|is begun by himself, but finished at his 
dictation by another. He thought when he 
was writing that his work on earth was nearly 
done, and that he might soon depart. The 
| whole letter is very characteristic of the man, 
and in keeping with the life. He gives 
minute directions as to the disposal of his 
personal effects; and he leaves something us 
| a token of adectionate remembrance to each 
| of bis old Chinese Christian friends. There 
is saiething for each of them; and they are 
to bg found nat only in the mission with 
whisb he was connected, but as weli im the 
other mission bodies here. He loved those 
meu, for he knew them and respected them 
for their faithfulness in the midst of trials 
and sufferings, the bitterness of which we can 
hardly overestimate. The whol= letter is 
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written with the utmost calmness, and with 
th: greatest minuteness of detail. There is 
nu excitement, no flurry about it—and yet 
death is at the door. This is nothing more 
than we would have expected of him. 

But more remarkable still, he gives us 
particular directions about a stone to be 
piaced over his grave at Newchwang, and he 
sends us the epitaph to ve inscribed upon it. 
Here are his own words :— 

TO THE MEMORY 
OF THE 
Rev WM. C. BURNS, A. M., 
Missionary to the Chinese 
from the 
Presbyterian Church in England. 
Born at Dun, Scotland, April Ist, 1815. 
Arrived in China, November, 1847. 
Died at Port of Newchwang 
IL. Corinthians: V. Chap. 


And then as to his own state of mind he 
SAYS :— 


1868. 


“As to my present state of feeling, I may 
refer to the words of Paul, Phil. I: 23, &c.” 
And so, friends, he lived, and so he died. 
“Mark the perfect man, and behold the 
upright: for the end of that man is peace.” 
He is mourned by us here to day, and by a 


very much larger number of professing | 


Christians in Amoy and the region around. 
He lived not for hims-!i 
not left him to die wiwept or unmourned. 
I cannot trust myself to say all I would like 
to say, and perhaps T have said less than I 
should have done. 1 caunot help feeling 
however, in coming away from a scene like 


this, and though, it may be, forced from the | 


gloom that now surrounds it, to ery out :— 
“Help, Lord: for the godly man ceaseth; 
for the faithful fail from among the children 


of men:"—TI cannot help feeling that the’ 


Lord has used him and honoured him highly 


in His work; and for all that he was, and | 


was enabled to do, we should thank and bless 
His holy name. 

We shall see his face and hear his voice 
no more here, but his life is something we 
have ail to do with. It is a precious legacy 
to the Church of Christ; and may be used 
in the hands of the Spirit to stir us all up 
more and more ‘to. love and to good works.” 

T have now to say farewell to this subject, 
and I do it with very mingled feelings. But 
nothing of sadness can come when I think of 
him. In his case now, faith is swallowed up 
in sight; death in victory; fitful and broken 
following of Jcsus is exchanged for the 
eternal sunlight of His glorious presence ; 
marred though most marked features of 
resemblance to Christ are exchanged for 
complete likeness: struggle for peace; the 


, and the Lord has | 


| cross for the crown; the trials of earth for 
| the joys of the Lord. 
| Farewell then we have had to say to him, 
but not an eternal farewell. “Thanks be to 
|God who giveth us the victory” is a word 
for pilgrims here below, as well as for the 
; members of the church glorious and trium- 
| phant above. 


| = 
LAO-TZU. + -F- 


A Study in Chinese Philosophy. 








| 
| 
Cuapter I. 

_. One of the most remarkable men in the 
| history of China, as also in the history of 
Philosophy, is Lao-tzu, the author of the 


| Tao t ching ( SE 7H $E)- ‘This book 
deserves and has obtained with those who 
{know ita high place among philosophical 
| works, and the posthumous fortunes of its 
author have very rarely been surpassed. That 
his own followers (or at least those who pro- 
fessed to be and probably believed that they 
| were his followers) should magnify his name 
was only what we would have expected. 
They have raised him from the rank of or- 
idinary mortals, and represented him as an 
incarnation of deity, showing himself on this 
‘earth at sundry times and in various man- 
ners. His conception and birth, his per- 
sonal appearance, and everything about him 
have been represented by them as supernat- 
ural; and the philosophic little treatise which 
he wrote is regarded as a sacred book. Much 
jof this has arisen from a spirit of rivalry 
with Buddhism. The Taoists did not wish 
ito be behind the Buddhists in the amount of 
'glory and mystery attaching to the reputed 
originator of their religion ; and they accord- 
ingly tried to make the fortunes of Lao-tzu 
like those of Shakyamuni, the Buddha of the 
Present. 

Both Confucianists and Buddhists, ‘ how- 
ever, also regard the Tao té ching as a book 
of deep mysteries, and admit the supernat- 
ural, or at least marvellous, character of its 
author; though, as will be seen, many cen- 
sure him for teaching doctrines either in 
_ themselves mischievous or leading to evil re- 
| Sults when fully developed. At several pe- 
| riods of Chinese history Lao-tzu has enjoyed 

the patronage of government, and almost sup- 
'planted Confucius. Indeed, during several 
of the dynasties which reigned within the first 
few centuries of our era, there seems to have 
been a constant struggle for ascendancy be- 
tween the followers of these two philosophic 
chiefs. Emperors have done honour to Lao- 
tzu in his temple. One has even written an 
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one of the best editions of the book, as re- 
gards textual excellence, is that by a Con- 
fucian mandarin under the present dynasty. 
Buddhist monks also have edited the book 
with annotations, and many of them regard 
it and its author with a reverence second only 
to that with which the Taoists regard tiem. 





It is not only, however, his own country- 
men who have given honour to this prophet. 
By Western writers also great and mysterious 
things have been attributed to him. Some 
have found in iis book an enunciation of the 
doctrine of the Trinity. The illustrious Re- 
musat, discovered in it the sacred name 
Jehovah, and many curious analogies with 
the best philosophic writin zs of ancient times. 
Pauthier, who has read and written largely 
about Lao-tzu, finds in his teachings the 
triple Brahma of the ancient Hindoos, the 
Adibuddha of Buddhists, and an anticipated 
Christianity. The Tao ( 361 ) of which he 
speaks so much has been likened to God, to 
the Logos of Neoplatonism, to “the nonen- 
tity of some German philosophers,” and to 
many other things. Pauthier says: “le dieu 
invoqué et decrit par Laotsen, est la Grande 
voie du monde, la Iaisun svpréme universelle 
( 3A ); materiellement identique avec le 
mot qui sert i designer Dieu dans les langues 
greeque (Theos) latine (Deus) et leurs de- 
rivées modernes; mais les attributs qwil lui 
done ne ioat p is da 
préme, ni ceux du ciel: ce sont ceux qu’ont 
données a I’Etre supréme toutes les doctrines 
spiritualistes de Orient, transmises 4 l'Oc- 
cident par une vuie juive et grecque ; par les 
thérapeutes et les esséniens, dont Jesus, le 
fils de Thomme, fut le revelateur et le repre- 
sen tant ; doctrine dont les gnostiques furent 
aussi les représentants & Tetat philoso- 
phique.” (Chine, page 114.) Our mission- 
avies have used this word Tao to represent 
logos in their translation of the New Testa- 
ment, and the first five verses of St. John’s 
Gospel are nearly as much Tavist as Chris- 
tian in the Chinese text. 





ine Sontverall su- 


Some writers on the other hand, such as 
Gutzlaff, have represented Lao-tzu as writ- 
ing nonsense, and they sceim to insinuate that 
he did not even know the meaning of what 
he was writing, Others, as Voltaire, have 
charged on him all the follies and supersti- 
tions practised by the Taoists, and have con- 
sequently decried him and his teachings. 
This is just about as wise a proceeding as to 
reproach the apostle Paul on account of the 
sayings and doings of Muckers, and Mormons, 
and Mugeletonians. Manv also regard Lao- 
tzuasa mere speculative recluse—shutting 


himself up from the turmoils and miseries of 


sveral life, and publishing theories in morals 
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jand politics of iv practical tendency what- 
,ever, In these respects he is constantly con- 
| trasted with Confucius, who is looked upon 
}as an eminently practical man, teaching to 
the people only things which they could 
easily understand, and ever refusing to 
wander into the regions of uncertainty and 
| mystery. 

| There are, so far as I know, very few 
translations of the Tuo ¢é ching in Western 
languages. According to Sir J. F. Davis, a 
manuscript copy of a Latin translation is 
| preserved in the Library of the Royal Socie- 
. ty of England. Pauthier has translated part 
| of it into French, and announced his deter- 
| mination of compieting the work. §. Julica, 
however, the best and soberest of Lao-tzu's 
|expounders, has translated into French the 
|entire book, along with many Chinese notes 
;and fragments illustrating the life and teaci- 
ings of its author. Iam not aware of the 
lexistence of any translation in either the 
| English or the German language, though it 
}is not improbable that such may exist. Rit- 
ter, Cousin, Hardwicke, Edkins, and many 
others have given short accounts of Taoism ; 
| but few of these have clearly separated Lao- 
, tzu and his doctrines from later writers and 
their doctrines. The “extravagant vazarics” 
vf the latter may often arise from misinter- 
preted or misapplied sta::ments of Lao-icu, 
but they are not to be imputed to him. We 
mast ascribe to Lao-tzu only the things 
wiich are his—the merits and defects of his 
own direct teachings. 

Tr. We: 

(To be Continued. ) 
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BIRTHS. 


At Kiu-kiang, 1Sth May, 1868, a son to Rev. V. 
| HART, of the American M. E. Mission. 
| At Foochow, i3th June, 185, a sun to J. A, SVEWART, 
M. D. 


| 
ir 


«%, 


The May nunber of the Cninese 
| RECORDER Was sent 
| To England, per mail of May 29¢h. 

To Chefoo, Tung-chow. Tientsin and Peking, 
per brig Forest Belle, Mxy 19th. 

To Amoy, Swatow and Hongkong, per Str. 
| Azof, May v0th. 

To Ningpo, Shanghai and the river ports, and 
Japan, per Steamer Prince Kung, May 20th. 

To.Canton, per Steamer Yesse, May 24th. 











1868. } 


AND MISSIONARY JOURNAL. 


33 





COUNTRY WORK. 





We believe that it is the universal ex- 
perience of missionaries that evangelist- 
ic labor in the rural regions is much 
more encouraging, and productive of 
greater visible results, than at the open 
ports. There are several reasons to ac- 
count for this fact. First, the people 
in the interior, removed from the ex- 
citements of the great marts of trade, 
are generally far more simple minded, 
have less confidence in themselves, and 


are more willing to learn from others, 


hongs, and put up and ship your tea 
| on Sunday; you exhort us not tosmoke 
;opium, but’ why do you bring it here, 


land sell it to us?” ‘The answer, that 


| 


Christianity is not to be held responsi- 


| ble forthe misdeeds of those who come 


from Christian lands, is not satisfactory 
|to the native mind; and the question 
is often plied, “If your own people do 
not yet follow your teachings, why do 


youcome to us with them?” It may 


|be said that these are mere captious 
ere 
| objections, made by those who have 


no desire to know the truth. In many 


than the busy masses who crowd the} 


cases it may be so; in many others, 


open ports. Again, there is generally | 


more leisure for listening to the truth | We believe that the facts stated con- 


among the country people. A Foo-| Stitute real and serious objections to 


chaw man frequently grudges the quarter | Christianity in the native mind. They 
or halfhour he spends in a Christian | sink deep into the hearts of the people, 
church, while in the country men often| 2nd become powerful obstacles to the 
spend halfa day, or the whole of an even-| progress of Christianity among them. 
ing, at the chepel. Further, some of the} Now in the country these objections 
prejudices entertained by native resi-| are to a very great extent absent, and 


| the hearts of the 


foreign doctrines are absent from the| occupied by them, and thus shut against 
The gen- 


dents at the ports against foreigners and people are not pre- 


. . | . , 
minds of the country people. the admission of gospel truth. We must, 
eral experience of missionaries is that; however, make one exception to this 


the more they penetrate into the in-| remark. We have not yet penetrated 





terior, the more civil and hospitable is 
the treatinent they receive from the peo- 
ple. Itis very commonly objected to 
our preaching in the neighborhood of the 
open ports, that the practice of Chris- 
tian people does not correspond to it. 
The natives suppose, as it is very nat- 
ural that they should, that all who 
come here from Christian countries are 
Christian people. They say, ‘ You 
preach strict morality to us, but many 
of your people are not moral; you tell 
us to keep holy God’s sacred day, but 
you build your Consulates and your 


far enough to get beyond the curse of 
‘opium smoking. In the interior district 
| cities, in all the towns and villages along 
the way, at the inns and on the boats, 
|among mandarins and tradesmen, gen- 
| try and coolies, the fearful evil is spread- 
| ing. Ruin and desolation are in its 
|track. Patrimonies are squandered up- 
on it, and wealthy men reduced to beg- 
gary. Throughout the Prefecture of 
Foochow, intelligent Chinese assure us 
that four-tenths of the adult male pop- 
ulation are victims to this vice. It is 
therefore, that we meet 





not strange, 
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everywhere the objection that ‘ Chris- 
tians bring the opium here.” Aside from 
this, the objections we have mentioned 
are seldom heard in the country. 

The experience of the missions at this 
port is very favorable to country work. 
Out of about 450 members connected 


with the American M. E. Mission, not | 
more than 100 are numbered in the three | 


city churches. We believe that the 


proportion is not very different in the 


Missions of the American Board and the 
Church Missionary Society. 

We may mention, in passing that the 
country work in the Prefecture 
Foochow is to a large extent divided by 
mutual agreement between the three 
Missions—two districts being assigned 
to each Mission. The plan has worked 


very wells and we would recommend 


such division of the work, wherever it | 


is practicable. In the progress of the 
country work to the southward, the 


southernmost station of the Awerican 


M.E. Mission is only a day’s journey | 


from the northernmost station of the 
London Mission at Amoy, and a mis- 


sionary might now travel overland to 


Amoy, stopping every night at a Chris- | 


tian station. The most westerly station 


occupied at present is the prefectural 


city of Yen-ping, while to the north the | 


English Church Mission have penetrated | 


into the Prefecture of Fuh-ning, which 
borders on the Province of Chehkiang. 
We hope soon to see a line of Christian 
stations from Foochow to Ningpo, as 
there now is from Foochow to Amoy. 

As far as experience at this port goes, 
then, we would say to our brethren 
everywhere—push into the country; 


euter every open door; and the farther 


of, 


| you get from the seaports, the better. 
We believe that the brethren at Ningpo, 
| Amoy, Swatow, and probably at all the 
| other ports, are ready to give a similar 
testimony. 

| There is some danger of going too 
fastin this country work, and all will 
glacly heed the cautions on this point 
contained in the admirable paper of Rev. 
Mr. Lees in the September and Oc- 
tober numbers of the Missionary Recorder 
last year. Itis not necessary that we 


should reiterate them—especially as 
the present danger is hardly in that di- 


rection. 





EDITORIAL ITEMS. 
| -——-Itis due to the Bishop of Victoria 
jto say that the account of his visit to 
‘certain out-stations of the Church Mis- 
sion, published in this number, was 
written for friends at home, and without 
We do 


however, think it injured by that fact, 


a view to publication. not, 


For our own part, if we wished to write 


a readable article. we would be glad if 


possible to divest ourselves of the idea 


that it was to appearin print, and write 
with that freedom and ease that attaches 
to friendly correspondence. 

—Our thanks are due to Rev. C. H. 
Butcher, British Chaplain at Shanghai, 


Rev. M. J. Knowlton, of Ningpo, and 
| Rev. J. R. Wolfe, of the Church Mis- 
|sion, Foochow, for favors which we 
| hope to use in our next number. 
—Subscribers who wish to send any of 
their copies of the Recorver to Eng- 
land or America, through the Hongkong 
Post Office, will be obliged to send them 
unstitched and without covers; other- 
wise they will be charged at book rates. 
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MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 


Prxtne.—Rev. W. V. Morrison, for- 
merly of Ningpo, takes the place of Rev. 
Dr. Martin, who is now at Shanghai 
with his family, on his way to America. 

Hanxow.—We learn that Rev. G. 
John of the London Mission, and A. 
Wylie, Esq., the agent of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, have gone 
on a visit of exploration to the province 
of Sz-chnen. They expect to be gone 


about six months. Later advices say 


that Mr. Wylie was mobbed, and came | 


near losing his-life in Sz-chuen, but we 
have no particulars. 
Foccuow.— Rey, Dr. Maclay returned 


to his station June 6th, having seen his | 


family depart for America in the Steamer 
China from Hongkong May 26th.—Dr. 
Dudgeon, of the London Mission, Pe- 
king, reached Foochow from Amoy June 
6th, and left for Shanghai, June 14th. He 
is on a health trip, and has been much 
benefitted by the change.—The Bishop 
of Victoria left for Hongkovg, May 31st. 
He confirmed 90 converts of the Church 
Mission, while here; and ordained one 
native minister.—The Foreign Commis- 
sioner sent a few days since to the East 
Street M. E. 
‘hristian books—one set for the Gov- 
one set for the Lieu- 


ernor Geveral, 


tenant Governor, and two sets for the, 


Commissioner’s Office. The list sent 


embraced many of the publications both | 
of the London Mission press at Hong- | 


kong and the American Presbyterian 
Rev. 
Sites supplied the books, as far as he 


Mission press at Shanghai. 
was able todo so. He was courteously 
received by the Foreign Commissioner, 
and invited to tiffin with him. His call 


Church for four sets of 


N. | 


|was afterward returned by some high 
| officials of the Foreign Commissioner’s 
| office. 
| . 

conduct on the part of the mandarin 


What the reason of this unusual 


may be, we do not know: but we may 
at all events rejoice that so much Chris- 
tian truth has been received within their 
yamuns.—The American Board Mission 
has been making efforts for several years 
pasttu get possession of valuable and 
well located premises which they had 
rented on South Street. Great oppo- 
sition has been made by theg entry, 
and the matter has several times been 
has 
finally agreed to give up the place on 
of $5,000. 


have complied 


referred to Peking. The Mission 


the The local 


this 


preposition, and the Mission will now 
lseck a new location.—Rev. N. Sites 
baptized five men in the interior of 
\ in-tsing district on Sunday, Jone 2ist. 

Amoy.— Rev. L. W. Kip and family, 
of the American R formed Mission, left 
June Ist for Hongkong, to take passage 
in the ship Midnight for San Francisco, 
whence they will go to New York by 
steamer. Mr. Kip’s health requires the 
change. 

Canron.—Rev. H. V. Noyes writes, 
under date of May 22nd, !858: * We have 
learned quite recently of the death of 
Miss Caroline Norris at Calcutta. She 
was sent out asa missionary teacher 
by the society—Woman’s Mission to 
Woman. She arrived in Hongkong, 
January 13th, came to Canton on the 
14th, and spent several days here, 
during which she gained the high es- 
teem of all who had the pleasure of 
forming her acquaintance. ‘he soon 
embarked for Calcutta, where she lived 
only two months. She died from can- 
ieer, April 13th, 1868, aged 33 years. 


payment 


authorities with 


| She suffered greatly duriog her sickness, 
|but her soul was ‘stayed on Him, and 
|kept in perfect peace,’ and she died 
| as the Christian dieth, leaving to her 
| mourning friends the memory which is 


| blessed.” 
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CORRESPOND 
" DIVORCE AND RE-MARRIAGE. 


Mr. Epitor :— 

It seems to me that the question raised by 
the Rev. Mr. Hartwell, in your last number, 
is capable of easy solution. Whatever may 
have been the real meaning of the Mosaic 
law, concerning which Jewish writers widely 
differed, the Christian law is destitute of 
ambiguity. See Matthew 5: 31, 32: “It 
hath béen said, Whosoever shall put away 
his wife, let him give her a writing of divorce- 
ment: but I say unto you, That whosoever 
shall put away his wife, saving for the cause 
of fornication, causeth her to commit adul- 
tery; and whosoever shall marry her that is 
divorced committeth adultery.” 

In the case in question, the man divorced 
his wife for frivolous reasons. 
the Savior’s teaching, he has all this time 
been causing his wife to live in the commis- 
sion of crime. She is still his wife. It is his 
fault that she has lived in sin. The way be- 
ing-open for him to repair the great injury 
done to his wife, it is not only right, but his 
bounden duty to make that reparation. 

A statute of Moses, the aim of which was 
to prevent the practice of “swapping wives,” 
which was common among the Egyptians, 
cannot be urged against a Christian China- 
man, who desires to take back the wife 
whom he divorced while in heathen darkness ; 
especially as the Savior declares her relation 
with her present nominal husband to be that 
of adultery. 

N. 

Foochow, June 5, 1868. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE CHINESE RECORDER :— 


The question proposed by the Rev. C. 
Hartwell in your May number is not a mere 


matter of speculation, but arises—as appears | 


from his letter—from an actual case with 
which he has to deal. Any of us may have 
similar cases to decide ; and it behooves us to 
have settled principles upon the subject. All 
will agree that, according to the teachings of 
Christ, the divorce was illegal. Neverthe- 
less, it was a divorce actually accomplished ; 
and the woman was married to a second hus- 
band. Now, what is there in the words of 
Christ to abrogate the law of Moses, which 
provides that such a woman shall not be 
again married to her first husband? I can 
see nothing whatever. Christ’s law is in- 
tended to prevent such divorces; but the 
divorce having already taken place, the law 
in Deuteronomy forbids re-marriage. 


According to | 


| Again, the —- state of the parties is 
|not to be judged by Christian law. Paul 
jtells us that “what things soever the law 
; saith, it saith to them who are under the 
'law.” In the case in hand, when the divorce 
'took place, the parties were heathen. Ac- 
| cording to the laws and customs under which 
| they lived, the divorce was legal. The wo- 
|man became the wife of the second husband. 
| This was the status in which Christianity 
|found the parties. It would lead to endless 
confusion to go back of this in all cases, and 
undertake to remedy the errors of the whole 
past lives of converted heathen, judging 
jeverything they did in their heathenism by 
Christian rules. 

Further, let the matter be judged by wo- 
manly intuitions. I feel assured that every 
| Christian woman would say that she feels 
' that it would be wrong for the woman to re- 
marry her first husband. 
| The language used in Deuteronomy clear- 
ly implies that there is “something essentially 
immoral” in the re-marriage to her first hus- 
band of a woman who has been married to 
janother. It declares that it is “ abomination 
| before the Lord.” And it is expressly pro- 
vided that even in the case of the death of 
|the second husband, the first husband may 
|not marry the wife he has divorced. 
It doubtless seems hard that the now 
|Christian husband may not take back the 
| wife whom he wrongfully divoreed, when a 
heathen ; but he must bear this as the neces- 
|sary punishment of his sin. He knew he 
did wrong at the time; for, although a 
heathen, he had a conscience. As a Chris- 
| tian, he must now meekly suffer the penalty 
; of his error. ; 
| Ina country where there is so much laxity 
| on this sul ject; where wives are sold because 
| they displease their husbands; where wives 
| are rented for a number of years to other 
| persons, and then return to their husbands ; 
; where all kinds of impurity prevail ;—we 
jcannot be too careful to adhere closely to 
the highest rules of Christian morality in the 
|administration of discipline in the native 
churches. 

HaGnala. 
China, May, 1868. 
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